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SOUTH COAST – ICART POINT (WEST) 
Icart Point (West) is a good venue for a lazy day.  Routes tend to be on the short side, and the bays 

dry out into excellent beaches.  Probably the best cliff is Dog Buttress, which has easy access and 

some excellent lower grade routes. 

 

PHILOSOPHER’S STONE STACK - - - <<PAGE NUMBER>> 

LA JAONNET BAY - - - - - - <<PAGE NUMBER>> 

LA BETTE BAY - - - - - - <<PAGE NUMBER>> 

TELEPHONE BUTTRESS - - - - - <<PAGE NUMBER>> 

DOG BUTTRESS - - - - - - <<PAGE NUMBER>> 
 

GETTING THERE 

Head from St. Martin’s Village towards Pleinmont along Route Des Cornus/Forest Road.  About a 

quarter mile after Longue Rue House (an old people’s home on the left), turn left into La Villette Road.  

La Villette Road will naturally run into Rue Des Marettes.  Rue Des Marettes ends in a T junction.  At 

the T junction, turn right and follow Icart Road past Saints Bay Hotel to the large square car park at 

Icart Point.  The small cafe off the back of the car park sells amazing ice cream. 

 

The final approaches and descents to each crag in the Icart Point (West) area are described at the 

beginning of the section for each crag. 
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ICART POINT (WEST) – PHILOSOPHER’S STONE STACK 

       
    1   

      

Deep Water 
Solo 
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Final Approach/Descent; From the car park, head west (right facing the sea) along the cliff path 

until the cliff path splits.  A sign carved into a granite block indicates the path to La Jaonnet Bay.  

Follow this path down to La Jaonnet Bay.  From the bottom of the ladder into La Jaonnet Bay head 

across the bay to the boulders.  A few minutes easy scrambling brings you to Philosopher’s Stone 

Stack.  Note, the tide is up in the below picture. 
 

Tidal Access; Routes are dry for a hour or so either side of low tide, two maybe three hours on a 

big spring tide.  It is also possible to Deep Water Solo some of the routes, this of course being 

dependant of sea state and depth of water. 
 

 
 

The north face of Philosopher’s Stone Stack is clean and slightly overhanging, the west face more 

easy angled with a roof higher up. 
 

Lockheart | E5 6a | A in the Topos 

The line left of The Philosopher’s Stone. 

First ascent; Martin Crocker, 8
th
 April 2002. (5) 

 

The Philosopher’s Stone | E3 5c | B in the Topos 

Follows the vague crack line up the centre of the north face.  The route isn’t technically difficult but 

protection where it is needed is mediocre and difficult to place (half in Rock 3 and sideways Walnut 4 

in the crack line itself).  Climb easily to the horizontal break, then several harder moves up the crack 

lead to improving holds, better gear in another horizontal break and the top. 

First Ascent; C. Harvey and H. Koyupinar, 15
th
 September 2001. (6) 
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Grifindor | E1 5b | C in the Topos 

The arête right of The Philosopher’s Stone. 

First ascent; Martin Croker, 8
th
 April 2002. (5) 

 

Crystal Maze | HS 4a | D in the Topos 

Climb the easy west face finishing up the right hand end of the roof.  The harder, unprotected left 

hand end of the roof, just right of the arête, was seconded at about 5b but has not been led. 

First Ascent; C. Harvey and H. Koyupinar, 15
th
 September 2001. (6) 

 

Slyverin | E1 5b | E in the Topos 

The west facing arête as a deep water solo. 

First ascent; Martin Crocker (Solo), 8
th
 April 2002. (5) 

 

Smaller stack 
 

* | Up to You | E3 6a | F in the Topos 

The perfect little groove; a deep water solo.  Water depth OK if you get the timing right. 

First ascent; Martin Crocker (Solo), 8
th
 April 2002. (5) 

 

Unknown Name | E1 5c 

Something right of Up to You. 

First ascent; Martin Crocker , 8
th
 April 2002. (5) 

 

ICART POINT (WEST) – PHILOSOPHER’S STONE STACK - TOPOS 
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ICART POINT (WEST) – LA JAONNET BAY 
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Final Approach/Descent; From the car park, head west (right facing the sea) along the cliff path 

until the cliff path splits.  A sign carved into a granite block indicates the path to La Jaonnet Bay.  

Follow this path down to La Jaonnet Bay and climb down the ladder into La Jaonnet Bay.  There are a 

couple of routes on the cliff on the west side (right facing the sea) of La Jaonnet Bay.  The rest of the 

routes are back eastward (left facing the sea) beginning around the corner of the promontory the 

ladder descends.  Note, the tide is up in the below picture. 
 

Tidal Access; Routes between Chocks Away and Into the Groove are usually dry (sea state 

dependant) apart from high spring tides  The remaining routes are best accessed about two hours 

after high tide. 
 

 
 

The first routes are on the cliff on the west side of La Jaonnet Bay. 
 

Frontal Exposure | S | A in the Topos 

Climb the obvious short corner through a slight bulge. 

First Ascent; C. Harvey and N. Padfield, 24
th
 March 2001. (6) 

 

On the Edge | HS 4a | B in the Topos 

Climb the ramp to the right.  Near the top, where the wall steepens, move left to the arête and up this. 

First Ascent; C. Harvey and N. Padfield, 7
th
 April 2001. (6) 

 

The next routes are on the east side of La Jaonnet Bay.  Around the corner from the descent steps is 

a short steep wall.  The first line (Chocks Away) is at the right hand end of the undercut section. 
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Chocks Away | VD | 35 feet | C in the Topos 

A poor route up the wide crack with a ledge at 7 feet. 

First Ascent; Nic Wilson and Mark Elliott, 8
th
–15

th
 February 1986. (1) 

 

Seconds Away | HVS 5b | 35 feet | D in the Topos 

The overhanging corner just to the right. 

First Ascent; Mark Elliott and Alan Hill, 8
th
–15

th
 February 1986. (1) 

 

* | Punch Drunk | E2 5b | 35 feet | E in the Topos 

The left hand side of the arête right of Seconds Away.  Climb up the arête with a long reach to the 

break below the bulge; gear.  Move left slightly then reach up and left for a layaway edge and incut 

hold just above.  Another long reach up leftwards gains a sharp flake at the right hand end of a ledge.  

Hand traverse left along the ledge to top out just right of Second’s Away. 

First Ascent; C. Harvey and H. Koyupinar, 15
th
 September 2001. (6) 

 

Zenith | HVS 5b | 40 feet | F in the Topos 

Start just around the arête as for Nadir’s Big Chance.  Instead of moving rightward higher up continue 

up the wide overhanging crack, using a very wobbly hold. 

First Ascent; C. Harvey and N. Padfield, 3
rd

 March 2001. (6) 
 

* | Nadir’s Big Chance | E1 5b | 40 feet | G in the Topos 

Start just around the arête.  Follow the crack for 15 feet, then layaway rightward to finish up thin 

broken cracks. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
 

* | Nadir’s Big Chance; Variation Finish | E2 5b | 50 feet | G in the Topos 

Follow Nadir’s Big Chance but instead of finishing straight up the broken cracks continue to follow the 

original crack rightward and up the face.  No more technical, just more strenuous! 

First Ascent; C. Harvey and N. Padfield, 7
th
 April 2001. (6) 

 

* | Take a Chance | E4 6a | 12 metres | H in the Topos 

Sumptuous climbing on the pocketed golden wall right of the Punch Drunk arête.  Start 4 metres up 

and right of the arête.  Link the pockets – with one hard move – then, using a good pocket out left, 

reach a rightward-slanting crack (Nadir’s Big Chance; Variation Finish).  Follow the crack to the top. 

First ascent; Martin Crocker (with Soloist), 2
nd

 April 2002. (5) 
 

Celestial Sphere a.k.a. FYCH | HVS 5b | 35 feet | I in the Topos 

Start 3 metres right of Nadir’s Big Chance and follow the thin crack which leads to a shallow rightward 

facing corner.  Quite hard for the grade but short. 

First Ascent; C. Harvey and N. Padfield, 3
rd

 March 2001. (6) 
 

50 feet to the landward side are two tissue tearing cracks, The Gruesome Twosome; 
 

Lefthand Gruesome | HVS 5a | 40 feet | J in the Topos 

The corner crack, technically low in its grade. 

First Ascent; Mark Elliott and Alan Hill, 8
th
-15

th
 February 1986. (1) 

 

* | Ménage a Trois a.k.a. Ugly Pigeon | E1 5b | 40 feet | K in the Topos 

This takes the thin crack sandwiched inbetween the Gruesome Twosome.  Well protected but with 

some strenuous moves near the top.  A knee bar comes in useful! 

First Ascent; C. Harvey and H. Koyupinar, 6
th
 June 2001. (6) 

 

Righthand Gruesome | HVS 5b | 40 feet | L in the Topos 

The overhanging crack 6 feet to the right (of Lefthand Gruesome). 

First Ascent; Mark Elliott and Alan Hill, 8
th
-15

th
 February 1986. (1) 
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*** | Trompe I’Oeil | E4 5c | 45 feet | M in the Topos 

The superb overhanging black wall to the right gives brilliant climbing on positive, somewhat creaky 

flakes.  Technically straightforward, the protection until the final top moves is not great and tiring to 

place.  Climb up a couple of feet, just left of the arête, to gain a sharply incut spike (friend 1 and sling), 

reach up for a thin flake, pray it doesn’t snap and crank to better flakes and sharp jugs higher up (poor 

wires behind flakes, sling up and left and skyhook).  Move right and up to good holds again, dodgy 

flakes and spike (sling and sky hooks).  Stretch leftward to place bomber small wires 3-5 in a crack 

then back right and up utilising the pocket to reach jugs just below the top. 

First Ascent; C. Harvey, H. Koyupinar and S. Humphries, 6
th
 June 2001. (6) 

 

* | Le God | E6 6b | 10 metres | N in the Topos 

An unprotected arête above a boulder-strewn landing; this is the curving arête right of the ‘Gruesome 

Twins’.  The grade assumes the absence of bouldering mats.  A powerful opening move from an 

undercut is the toughest move on the route.  Thereafter layaway moves up the left-hand side of the 

arête brings a juggy finger-rail at 7 metres to hand.  Step right and finish more easily up the right-hand 

side of the arête. 

First Ascent; Martin Crocker (Solo, after top roping, no mats – or lilos!), 2
nd

 April 2002. (5) 
 

* | Humoreske | E3 6b | 10 metres | O in the Topos 

Obtuse and sketchy, with the ragged finger-pockets you have to hang providing extra fun.  Start 2 

metres right of Le God.  Use a short clip stick to pre-place a Rock 5/6.  Crank out the pockets right of 

the arête to a hand-ledge, and retire to lick wounds. 

First ascent; Martin Crocker (with Soloist), 2
nd

 April 2002. (5) 
 

** | Into the Groove | E2 6a | 50 feet | P in the Topos 

Around the arête to the right (of Trompe I’Oeil) is a steep wall with a V groove starting a few metres 

up.  Boulder up to gain a jug at the bottom of the groove and follow.  Getting into the groove is not as 

easy as it appears! 

First Ascent; C. Harvey and E. Eriksson, 23
rd

 May 2001. (6) 
 

The next routes are some 60 yards to the east in an inlet behind the ridgeline stack.  There are two 

obvious cracklines with undercut bases; 
 

I Scream | HVS 5a | 65 feet | Q in the Topos 

This route takes the thin cracks 6 feet left of the left hand crack.  Start from the black layer above the 

beach.  Gain the crack just above the large bollard (tape runner).  Follow the crack to a small ledge at 

45 feet.  Take the thin leftward crack to the arête.  Move left around this to finish up a short slab.  An 

artificial line, but gives sustained independent climbing if the temptation to stray into the corner is 

avoided. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
 

* | Snowstorm | HVS 5a | 65 feet | R in the Topos 

The corner cracks just to the right. 

First Ascent; Mark Elliott and Alan Hill, 8
th
-15

th
 February 1986. (1) 

 

Strangeways | HVS 5b | 65 feet | S in the Topos 

Climbs the wall between Snowstorm and Variouf, low in its grade.  Boulder problem start right of 

Snowstorm, then up to a flake below a bulge.  Surmount this then up good flakes on the right to a 

short corner and the top.  On the first ascent, a runner was placed in the corner before tackling the 

bulge. 

First Ascent; B. Woodley, C. Harvey and A. Franklin, 11
th
 April 1990. (6) 

 

Variouf | HVS 5b | 65 feet | T in the Topos 

The crack 20 feet to the right, gained from the eroded rock saddle to the right. 

First Ascent; Mark Elliott and Alan Hill, 8
th
-15

th
 February 1986. (1) 
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Sweating Alcohol | E2 6a | 65 feet| U in the Topos 

Between the “Gruesome Twosome Area” and the “Central Platforms” is a vertical wall with an obvious 

groove at the bottom.  Climb this groove (crux) to gain the vertical crack and follow to the top.  

Starting to the right and avoiding the groove gives a more consistent HVS 5b. 

First ascent; Steve Le Feuvre, second Chris Smith, 18
th
 April 2010. (3) 

 

Moon Madness | VS 4c | 55 feet | V in the Topos 

Start from the rock saddle and climb up 12 feet (micro runners).  Avoid the challenge of the bulge by 

scuttling right to the arête.  Move up and around this to finish via a groove. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
 

Vampire | VS 4c | 55 feet | W in the Topos 

Start around the arête, from an outcrop.  Step onto the wall and climb this to finish up the left of two 

grooves. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
 

The gully to the right has twin wide cracks; 
 

Pinball Groove | VD | 65 feet | X in the Topos 

Climb the cracks and groove.  Scramble rightward to an easy descent. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
 

The next two routes start from the large ledge 20 feet up and to the right; 
 

* | Lemmings | HVS 5a | 45 feet | Y in the Topos 

Just right of the overhanging arête is a rightward leaning corner. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
 

Jayne | S | 45 feet | Z in the Topos 

The slabby corner 6 feet to the right. 

First Ascent; Barry Appleton, 30
th
 May 1986. (1) 

 

Gerbils | E2 5c | 50 feet | AA in the Topos 

Start 10 feet right of Jayne and climb the overhanging face until a diagonal crack allows a half-rest on 

the arête.  Climb this on its steep side to the top. 

First Ascent; B. Woodley and A. Franklin, 11
th
 April 1990. (6) 

 

** | To the Bat Cave | E2 6a | 30 feet | BB in the Topos 

First ascent; Chris Smith, second Steve Le Feuvre, 28
th

 March 2010. (3) 
 

To the right is a large pool below formidable overhangs; 
 

* | Arrow | VS 5a | 50 feet | CC in the Tops 

Start from the right hand side of the pool.  Follow the cement like groove through a bulge to finish up a 

short chimney. 

First Ascent; Mark Elliott and Alan Hill, 8
th
-15

th
 February 1986. (1) 

 

Kissing The Pink | HS 4b | 50 feet | DD in the Topos 

The groove 10 feet to the right. 

First Ascent; Nic Wilson and Mark Elliott, 8
th
-15

th
 February 1986. (1) 

 

Frost Nip | HS 4b | 50 feet | EE in the Topos 

The vague arête 10 feet to the right. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
 

Frost Nip Variation | HS 4b | 50 feet | FF in the Topos 

Move right and follow the cracks on the face. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
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Sour Grapes | VS 4c | 65 feet | GG in the Topos 

Start down and to the right by a pool.  Climb a crack to a ledge at 10 feet.  Move left on a big jug then 

rightward to the skyline notch. 

First Ascent; Trevor Pinchemain, 8
th
-15

th
 February 1986. (1) 

 

Creve Coeur | VS 4c | 65 feet | HH in the Topos 

The vertical crack system just to the right. 

First Ascent; Trevor Pinchemain, 8
th
-15

th
 February 1986. (1) 

 

Wilson’s corner | D | 45 feet | II in the Topos 

The pink corner 15 feet to the right. 

First Ascent; Nic Wilson and Mark Elliott, 8
th
-15

th
 February 1986. (1) 

 

Corderie | VD | 45 feet | JJ in the Topos 

The slab and bulge just to the right. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
 

Videclin | HS 4b | 35 feet | KK in the Topos 

To the right is an easy gully.  The arête to the right is pleasant. 

First Ascent; Trevor Pinchemain, 8
th
-15

th
 February 1986. (1) 

 

50 feet to the east is a wall with eight reasonable routes; 
 

Reunion | VS 4b | 40 feet | LL in the Topos 

Some 20 feet left of Comfortably Numb is a corner which is broken looking in its upper part.  Climb 12 

feet up the corner, move 6 feet right, then go up the face past two horizontal cracks.  Move right to 

belay. 

First ascent; A. Hill, P. Gorman and P. Torode, 16
th
 April 1988. (2) 

 

Comfortably Numb | HS 4a | 40 feet | MM in the Topos 

The open scarred corner on the left, moving rightward after 25 feet. 

First Ascent; Nic Wilson and Mark Elliott, 8
th
-15

th
 February 1986. (1) 

 

No Sense, No Feeling | HVS 5a | 40 feet | NN in the Topos 

Start as for Comfortably Numb, then move up and left along a crack.  Finish up the wall above. 

First ascent; A. Hill and G. Glass, 11
th
 June 1987. (2) 

 

Fatal Attraction | HVS 5a | 40 feet | OO in the Topos 

A good eliminate between Comfortably Numb and Wings Of A Dove.  Follow the thin crack above 

green slime to the top. 

First ascent; A. Hill, P. Torode and P. Gorman, 16
th
 April 1988. (2) 

 

Wings Of A Dove | HS 4c | 40 feet | PP in the Topos 

The corner 15 feet to the right. 

First Ascent; Nic Wilson and Mark Elliott, 8
th
-15

th
 February 1986. (1) 

 

Amputation | HS 4b | 40 feet | QQ in the Topos 

The bulges and obvious overhang to the right. 

First Ascent; Nic Wilson and Mark Elliott, 8
th
-15

th
 February 1986. (1) 

 

The Hooker | VS 4c | 40 feet | RR in the Topos 

The arête right of the roof of Amputation.  Start just right of a small rock pool on the black band.  

Climb directly up to an overhang, make an awkward layaway move to a large foot hold under the roof.  

Move right into a crack, the move up and left to finish up the arête. 

First ascent; A. Hill and P. Torode, 16
th
 April 1988. (2) 

 

To the right is an easy angled corner; 
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Uppercut | HS 4b | 40 feet | SS in the Topos 

Start down and to the right by more green slime.  Climb up to a small roof which is just right of an arc 

of coral like rock.  Finish over the roof. 

First ascent; P. Torode and A. Hill, 16
th
 April 1988. (2) 

 

ICART POINT (WEST) – LA JAONNET BAY – TOPOS 
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ICART POINT (WEST) – LA BETTE BAY 

       
     1 4 

      

Deep Water 
Solo 

5 4  1   N 
 

Final Approach/Descent; From the car park, head west (right facing the sea) along the cliff path 

for approximately 250 metres.  On the left a path cuts down through the undergrowth to La Bette Bay.  

Follow the path down through the undergrowth to the rock platform at the top of La Bette Bay.  The 

easiest way down off the platform is at its inland end where there are “steps” in the black wall.  From 

the bottom of the “steps”, scramble across the rocks to the bottom of the cliff.  It is also possible to 

abseil into La Bette Bay from the top of the cliff, this will however require a small adventure through 

the vegetation above the cliff with care being taken to set a good solid anchor.  Note, the tide is up in 

the below picture. 
 

Tidal Access; All routes flood and are best approached from about two hours after high tide.  Note 

that the access route does not fully dry out until the tide is approximately half way down. 
 

 
 

In the centre of the cliff are some fallen pillars below a groove (Omerta, Monkey Business and Death 

Duty).  The cliff curves round to the right into a gully.  On the wall facing into the gully is a groove with 

cracks trending right into a large bulge.  Routes are described from right to left. 
 

* | Black Magic | E2 5b | 110 feet | A in the Topos 

Start 10 feet left of the groove.  Climb the vague arête to a short face split by an almost horizontal 

crack.  Climb this to easier ground, then move up and slightly right to a corner crack below a small 

bulge.  Move up and right round this to the top. 

First ascent; A. Hill and P. Gorman, 4
th
 July 1987. (2) 
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Belladonna | HVS 5b | 100 feet | B in the Topos 

Start 10 feet to the left where there is a ledge at 7 feet.  Gain the ledge, then climb the thin vertical 

crack splitting the face above.  Continue up and slightly rightward to a dubious block.  Finish straight 

up. 

First ascent; N. Parkes and R. Lacey, Summer 1983 (2). 
 

The next two routes start from the top most jammed boulder up and to the left; 
 

Ebonyzer | HVS 4c | 105 feet | C in the Topos 

Traverse right from the boulder, then use a large downward pointing knob to gain the arête.  Climb the 

small brown slab, then move into a short corner and follow this for 10 feet to a bulge.  Traverse 

rightward in a good position across the top of a steep white slab to join Belladonna. 

First ascent; A. Hill and P. Gorman, 4
th
 July 1987. (2) 

 

The Black Splash | HVS 5a | 90 feet | D in the Topos 

From the boulder, climb straight up past thin horizontal cracks.  Follow a thin groove up and slightly 

left for 30 feet to a large bulge.  Traverse leftward below the bulge for 20 feet to sponge like rock, 

possible belay.  Finish up and left. 

First ascent; A. Hill and P. Gorman, 4
th
 July 1987. (2) 

 

Blood Money | E2 5b | 90 feet | E in the Topos 

The face left of The Black Splash has a roof 25 feet off the ground.  Start some 10 feet left of The 

Black Splash.  Climb up to a small ledge at 10 feet, then move up and right to gain the slab at the 

right hand end of the roof.  Climb up and right to a bulge, then gain a niche just above.  Move up and 

right to the skyline arête below a wide slanting crack.  Reach up to a good hold, then move up and 

right round the arête and continue more easily to the top. 

First ascent; A. Hill and P. Torode, 12
th
 December 1987. (2) 

 

Skinflint | E1 5b | 90 feet | F in the Topos 

Start as for Blood Money.  Instead of moving rightward to the slab, continue up through two roofs.  

Climb the slab above to a bulge, then move left to finish as for The Black Splash. 

First ascent; A. Hill and P. Torode, 4
th
 July 1987. (2) 

 

Up and left of the jammed boulders are some large detached pillars. 
 

* | Omerta | E2 | 135 feet | G in the Topos 

1. 55 feet, 5c.  Start from the lowest pillar.  Traverse right beneath the roof, peg runner, then 

move up to a good foot hold and runners.  Move right to layaways and gain the slab.  Belay in 

the niche of Ebonyzer. 

2. 80 feet, 4c.  Step down and move around the arête.  Continue up and right to finish as for 

Black Magic. 

First ascent; A. Hill and P. Torode, 12
th
 December 1987. (2) 

 

Monkey Business | VS 4b | 75 feet | H in the Topos 

Start from the top of the pillars.  Climb the corner crack to an overhang at 15 feet.  Take this on the 

right, then continue up the edge of the flake for 25 feet to a small vegetated scoop with a cracked 

block on the left.  Move left under the crack, then go up onto the top of the block.  Traverse right for 

12 feet across the lip of the large bulge to easy scrambling. 

First ascent; Alan Hill and A. Collins, 25
th
 June 1987. (2) 

 

Death Duty | E1 5a | 75 feet | I in the Topos 

Start as for Monkey Business.  Trend up and left over the slab to a blunt arête.  Climb up to the roof 

and pull over to follow the groove to a cracked block.  Gain the top of this, then finish direct up a 

crack. 

First ascent; A. Hill, P. Torode and A. Collins, 28
th
 June 1987. (2) 
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*** | Good as Gold | E4 6a | 130 feet | J in the Topos 

Brilliant climbing up the steep face left of Death Duty.  Take small friends (crucial 0.5 between the two 

peg runners) and a good selection of small wires.  Start at a slight arête beneath a narrow 

roof/overlap at 15 feet.  Climb up to and past the roof to a horizontal crack.  After a sharp move 

straight up, trend left up a line of flakes then bear right to a peg runner where the face steepens.  

Starting 5 feet left of the peg runner, climb with difficulty to a second peg runner and exit via the 

obvious flake.  Bear left to choice of finishes and belay way up at the block and peg runners. 

First Ascent; P. Littlejohn and C. Baron, 7
th
 April 1990. (6) 

 

The impressive face to the left has four prominent cracklines.  They are generally climbed to the ledge 

at 80 feet and then descended from a fixed abseil rope.  The Subsidiser has been climbed to the cliff 

top. 
 

*** | The Subsidiser | E1 5b | 65 feet | K in the Topos 

Climb up onto a small overhang, then take the right hand crack to the top. 

First ascent; A. Hill and A. Collins, 26
th
 June 1987. (2) 

 

*** | The Receiver | E2 5b | 80 feet | L in the Topos     

The next crack left.  Climb directly up an overhanging groove and crack from the right hand end of the 

rock pool at the foot of the cliff. 

First ascent; A. Hill and A. Collins, 26
th
 June 1987. (2) 

 

** | The Receiver: Variation Start | E1 5b | 80 feet | L in the Topos 

Traverse into the crackline from the foot of The Subsidiser, above the overhangs. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (6) 
 

The Liquidator | HVS 5b | 80 feet | M in the Topos 

The next crack to the left, gained by traversing in. 

First ascent; A. Collins and A. Hill, 28
th
 June 1987. (2) 

 

* | The Embezeller | E1 5b | 85 feet | N in the Topos 

The crackline to the left of The Liquidator. 

First ascent; P. Torode, A. Collins and A. Hill, 28
th
 June 1987. (2) 

 

ICART POINT (WEST) – LA BETTE BAY – TOPOS  
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Final Approach/Descent; Just west (right facing the sea) of the car park is granite memorial block.  

The granite memorial block sits on top of a small rocky outcrop.  Scramble easily down the rocky 

outcrop to the scrub below.  From the scrub, a path descends through the larger bushes to the top of 

Dog Buttress.  The descent path is usually somewhat overgrown in spring/summer time and can be 

tricky to spot.  Once at the top of Dog Buttress, scramble down the east (left facing the sea) side of 

Dog Buttress to reach the routes.  Note, the tide is up in the below picture. 
 

Dog Buttress is a fine cliff, with good quality rock, on the east side of La Bette Bay.  It has some 

excellent lines with juggy holds.  Tidal Access; Dog Buttress remains dry on high neap tides 

however some routes may require access by abseil. 
 

 
 

Routes are described from right to left starting at the bottom of the descent on the east (left facing the 

sea) side of Dog Buttress. 
 

The Nurd | VD | 80 feet | A in the Topo 

Climb a stepped wall at the right hand end of the crag to a ledge, then up a vegetated groove.  Poorly 

protected. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
 

Colombier | VD | 80 feet | B in the Topo     

Start to the left below a flat roof.  Climb just left of this to a ledge, then up through a small bulge. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
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Doghouse Blues | S | 75 feet | C in the Topo 

15 feet to the left is a rightward trending black layer.  Follow this to a ledge, then direct to a groove. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
 

The Jehad | E3 6a/6b | D in the Topo 

The large bulge between Seven Up and Doghouse Blues, climbed via the crack and groove. 

First Ascent; A. Hill and J. Tucker, 10
th
 December 1988. (6) 

 

Seven Up | E1 5b | 85 feet | E in the Topo 

20 feet left is a short crack through the bulge, finish direct. 

First Ascent; Mark Elliott and Alan Hill, 8
th
-15

th
 February 1986. (1) 

 

Raven Mad | E1 5b/5a | 85 feet | F in the Topo 

Climb the notch in the bulge 10 feet to the left, finish direct. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
 

Between Festivities | HVS 5a | 85 feet 

Climb one side of Raven Mad or the other, the side is unknown! 

First ascent; Paul Gaudion and Carl Armitage, 28
th
 December 1996. (3) (4) 

 

* | Slack Jack | S | 85 feet | G in the Topo 

Gain the arête from the left hand end of the ledge and follow. 

First Ascent; Mark Elliott and Alan Hill, 8
th
-15

th
 February 1986. (1) 

 

Girouette | S | 90 feet | H in the Topo 

Climb the wall just left of the arête, through the cracked bulge. 

First Ascent; Dave Woodhall and Alan Hill, 1
st
 February 1986. (1) 

 

Challenger | S | 95 feet | I in the Topo 

Start as for Girouette, trend leftward over black rock then up to a groove leading to a skyline notch. 

First Ascent; Nic Wilson and Mark Elliott, 1
st
 February 1986. (1) 

 

* | Les Gouttes D’Eaux | HS 4b | 120 feet | J in the Topo 

An excellent but artificial line.  Start at the circular rock pool.  Climb direct through a bulge at 30 feet, 

then up the wall past a detached flake. 

First Ascent; Dave Woodhall and Alan Hill, 1
st
 February 1986. (1) 

 

Shop Soiled | S | 130 feet | K in the Topo 

The groove or wall to left, then the obvious crack. 

First Ascent; Nic Wilson and Mark Elliott, 1
st
 February 1986. (1) 

 

Shadowstalker | S | 135 feet | L in the Topo 

A right left girdle above the overhangs to the ledge of Shop Soiled. 

First Ascent; Mark Elliott and Alan Hill, 8
th
-15

th
 February 1986. (1) 

 

* | Return of the Clown | S | 90 feet | M in the Topo 

Start as for Shadowstalker on the black ledge.  Follow a rising traverse left ward to a big sloping ledge 

by the arête instead of staying low as Shadowstalker does.  Belay here, then climb the lichenous 

corner above.  Watch out for rope drag. 

First ascent; Mark Page, second Partick Cunningham, 9
th
 June 2010. (3) 
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Final Approach/Descent; Just west (right facing the sea) of the car park is granite memorial block.  

The granite memorial block sits on top of a small rocky outcrop.  Scramble easily down the rocky 

outcrop to the scrub below.  From the scrub, a path descends through the larger bushes to the top of 

Dog Buttress.  The descent path is usually somewhat overgrown in spring/summer time and can be 

tricky to spot.  Follow the descent path to Dog Buttress for approximately 25 metres.  At this point, the 

descent path splits.  Take the left and follow the path round to the bottom of Telephone Buttress. 
 

Tidal Access; All routes are non-tidal. 
 

 
 

Routes are described from right to left. 
 

Ivy | S | 25 feet | A in the Topo 

Start just around the far right hand side of the buttress, directly above is an obvious crack, climb 

directly up to the bottom of this crack and move up the face to the right hand side to finish. 

First ascent; James Burton (Lead), 27
th
 May 2008. (4) 

 

Ranger | HS 4b | 25 feet | B in the Topo 

Start as for Ivy below the obvious crack and small roof.  Climb up on the right of the roof, traverse left 

across the top of the roof and climb the open crack to finish near the wedged boulder. 

First ascent; Steve Giles (Lead), February 2009. (4) 
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It’s Only a Matter of Time! | S | 35 feet | C in the Topo 

Start a few feet left around the arête at the base of an obvious crack.  Climb the crack to the ledge at 

half height then continue up through the groove. 

First ascent; Matt Harvey (Lead), 27
th
 May 2008. (4) 

 

Flakey | HS 4c | 25 feet | D in the Topo 

Left of Ivy on the far side of the face is a flakey wall with a small overhang near the top.  Climb the 

wall and overhang direct. 

First ascent; Steve Giles (Lead), 27
th
 May 2008. (4) 

 

Devestation | D | 25 feet | E in the Topo 

Left of Flakey is an opened scarred corner, climb direct.  Fragile route. 

First ascent; Steve Giles (Lead), 27
th
 May 2008. (4) 
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